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the city council had the bells hung on the tower, but this did not benefit its static 
condition. During a storm in 1661, the tower was badly damaged and the bells were 
moved back to the hastily restored belfry. The repair of the damaged tower took 
quite a toll on the city’s coffers for several years. The clock was only added to the 
tower after 1760. In 1843, the representatives of Pardubice decided to significantly 
change the appearance of the tower. They had the wooden walkway removed and 
the entire tower walled with bricks and plastered over. In 1875, the city council 
even wanted to demolish the entire Zelená brána (Green Gate) to improve traffic 
to the square, but opposition from the public and the central Viennese monuments 
commission prevented it from happening. Proposals for the fundamental rebuilding 
of the tower and demolition of the gate, which were to be prepared by Architect 
Josef Mocker, also failed a few years later. Only minor modifications were made here 
in 1886 by Architect František Schmoranz. In 1902, the roof of the tower underwent 
a major repair, and one year later, after the repair of the gate, a relief with a scene 
from the coat of arms of the Lords of Pardubice (Ješek of Pardubice near Milan in 
1158) appeared on its front wall, created by sculptor Bohumil Vlček according to 
a drawing by Mikoláš Aleš. The appearance of Zelená brána (Green Gate) has been 
preserved since the modifications in 1912. At the time, the wooden walkway on the 
tower was restored, the plaster with brickwork disappeared, and the clock face was 
illuminated at night. Just the original wooden block pavement in the passage was 
replaced by stone pavement over the years.
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a radical transformation. In its place, Jan’s builder Jiřík Olomoucky erected a tall city 
tower decorated with an impressive articulated roof with eight turrets and a tall 
spire, surrounded by gilded finials, flags and the sun in the middle. The roof was 
covered with a copper sheet that shone like gold from a distance; this is supposedly 
what gave rise to the saying ‘it shines like the Pardubice tower’. Weathering caused 
the copper to turn green over time, which is why the tower was later called ‘Green’. 
The city was monitored from the tower’s walkway by watchmen, and for a certain 
time trumpeters also used this point to announce curfew, i.e. the time when inns and 
important events needed to be vacated. In the 18th century, songs celebrating St. 
Florian, the protector against fire, could be heard from the tower’s walkway, and it 
was also used to celebrate the patron saint of the city, the first Archbishop of Prague 
Arnošt of Pardubice. A new one-storey gate was also built in front of the tower, 
crowned by an attic storey with early Renaissance arches typical for Pardubice. 
There was a moat in front of the gate with a drawbridge over it and an articulated 
chamber gate behind it. This can be seen on the oldest surviving depiction of the city 
from 1602 by Jan Willenberg. The chamber gate disappeared along with most of the 
city’s fortifications after 1776. Cavalry barracks (mostly horse stables) were built in 
 its place. The city had them removed in the late 19th century, and after 1910 the moat 
was backfilled. The actual tower gate was sometimes inaccurately called the chamber 
gate, but to the average visitor they are one and the same. Zelená brána (Green Gate) 
has gone through many difficult trials. In 1653, the nearby belfry burned down and 
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Zelená brána (Green Gate) is the most famous landmark 
of Pardubice; it dominates the historic centre along 
with the castle. It is generally perceived as a single 
building, but it is actually two buildings in a row –  
a Renaissance chamber gate and the gate itself with 
a tower that is about 60 metres high. This unit is the 
only significant and very valuable remnant of the city’s 
strong fortification from the early 16th century. 

T
he original gate was built here between 1330 and 1340, when Knight Arnošt of 
Hostinka and his son Arnošt of Pardubice had the town fortified. When Pardubice 

was being rebuilt by Wilhelm II von Pernstein (in 1521), Zelená brána (Green Gate) 
was considerably lower, probably just two stories high; it may have had a conical 
roof and a chamber gate. At the time it wasn’t called the ‚Green‘ gate but the 
‘Prague’ gate, because the road from Pardubice to Prague led from here. After an 
extensive fire in Pardubice in 1538, Wilhelm’s son Jan of Pernstein embarked on a 
generous reconstruction of the city. By 1542, when the rebuilding of Pardubice as a 
Neo-Renaissance residence was coming to an end, the Prague Gate also underwent  
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Zelená brána (Green Gate)

Address:  
Zelenobranská 76, 530 02 Pardubice

Telephone: 
+420 734 783 596

Email address: 
pardubickeatraktivity@gmail.com

Opening hours: 
January | February: closed
March: Sat-Sun 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
April | May | June: Tue-Sun 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
July | August: daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Fri and Sat 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. (sunsets)
September: Tue-Sun 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
October | November: Fri-Sun 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
December: Wed-Thurs 3 p.m. - 6 p.m., Fri-Sun 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(midday break 12 noon –1 p.m.)

More information:
www.zelenabrana.eu
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